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THE NSW HEALTHCARE SYSTEM 
 

 In 2010-11, NSW spent $41 billion on healthcare (public and private) 

 Hospitals are the most resource intensive component of the healthcare system, 

consuming $15.5 billion or 40% of recurrent expenditure in 2010-11 

 Public hospitals consumed $12.6 billion of resources  

 There were 871,568 overnight stays in public hospitals; 702,346 day only stays; 

around 19 million outpatient occasions of service; and 2.4 million emergency 

department visits 

 

Hospital stays 

 Three quarters of all overnight hospital stays were in public hospitals  

 The most frequent reason for hospital stays were for ‘injury, poisoning or other 

external causes’ 

 About 765,000 people, or 11% of the population, were admitted to a public or 

private hospital for an overnight stay. Nearly 85,000 people, or 1% of the 

population, stayed in hospital three or more times. This group accounted for 2.9 

million bed days, or 43% of the total bed days for the year. 

 Private hospitals accounted for a substantial proportion of hospital stays  for 

diseases of the musculoskeletal system, diseases of the nervous system, and 

diseases of the eye 

 Public hospitals accounted for a substantial proportion of hospital stays for injury 

and other external causes, pregnancy and childbirth, diseases of the circulatory 

system and diseases of the respiratory system 

 

Emergency department  

 In 2010-11, 1.3 million people or 18% of the NSW population visited a public 

hospital emergency department. Nearly 164,000 people or 2% of the NSW 

population visited the emergency department three or more times, accounting for 

33% of all emergency department visits. 

 

Surgery 

 In 2010-11, there were nearly 700,000 surgical procedures performed in NSW 

hospitals, 58% in private hospitals and 42% in public hospitals  

 

Resources 

 In 2010, NSW had 3.6 hospital beds (public and private) for every 1,000 people; 

placing it mid-range internationally 

 NSW had 3.3 doctors and 11.1 nurses for every 1,000 people; placing it mid-

range internationally.  

 


