
Healthcare in NSW:
In context
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was spent on healthcare in NSW in the 
2012/13 financial year.

Healthcare funding comes from: the 
State government; the Commonwealth 
government; and from individuals and 
non-government organisations.
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Public hospital services
$13.9 billion

Private hospitals $3.4 billion

Dental services $2.6 billion

Other health practitioners $1.6 billion

Community/public health $2.7 billion

Medications $6.5 billion

Aids & transport $1.8 billion

Referred medical services $5.4 billion

Administration & research $2.5 billion

Unreferred medical services
$3.6 billion

HEALTHCARE FINANCING AND SERVICES

Source: AIHW, Health expenditure Australia, 2012-13. 
Note: Total represents recurrent funding.
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was spent on healthcare services in NSW 
during the 2012/13 financial year.

Services were provided in hospitals, in 
primary care and in other settings.

Public hospital services
$13.9 billion

Private hospitals $3.4 billion

Dental services $2.6 billion

Other health practitioners $1.6 billion

Community/public health $2.7 billion

Medications $6.5 billion

Aids & transport $1.8 billion

Referred medical services $5.4 billion

Administration & research $2.5 billion

Unreferred medical services
$3.6 billion

HEALTHCARE SERVICES AND SECTORS

Source: AIHW, Health expenditure Australia, 2012-13. 
Note: Total represents recurrent funding.



Eight in 10 saw a GP at least once

Four in 10 saw a medical specialist at least once

One in 10 were hospitalised

Of the 5.8 million people
aged 15 years and over

saw a medical
specialist

38%

saw a GP
83%

were
hospitalised

12%

WHAT SERVICES DID PEOPLE USE IN A YEAR?

Source: ABS Patient Experience Survey, 2013–14.



HOW HEALTHY ARE THE PEOPLE OF NSW?

In 2013, a baby boy born in NSW could expect to live for 80.0 years; 
a baby girl could expect to live for 84.3 years

In 2013, 16.4% of people aged 16 years and over said they smoked — 
fewer than in 2003 (23.3%)

Among people aged 16 years and over, 28.4% said they 
had high blood pressure

In 2013, 8.4% of people aged 16 years and over said they had diabetes or 
high blood glucose — up from 6.5% in 2003

Sources: ABS, Deaths Australia, 2013. Centre for Epidemiology and Evidence.  
Health Statistics New South Wales. Sydney: NSW Ministry of Health. www.healthstats.nsw.gov.au

In 2013, 9.8% of people aged 16 years and over experienced high levels 
of distress (down from 12.2% in 2003)



7.2million people
in NSW

769,000 same-day hospitalisations

947,000 overnight hospitalisations

2.3 million emergency department presentations

7 million outpatient occasions of service

15 million other non-admitted occasions of service

IN PUBLIC HOSPITALS

780,000 same-day hospitalisations

303,000 overnight hospitalisations

IN PRIVATE HOSPITALS

rec
eived in 2012–13

45.7 million GP services

IN PRIMARY CARE

WHAT HEALTHCARE SERVICES WERE PROVIDED?

Source: AIHW, Australian Hospital Statistics, 2012-13. SCRGSP, Report on government services 2014, volume E: Health.



NSW public hospitals are organised into a network
of geographically defined local health districts (LHDs).

Within each LHD, its public hospitals provide care 
both for that LHD’s residents (local); as well as 
residents of other LHDs and states (inflow).

Patients may be admitted to a public hospital within 
their LHD of residence (local); to a hospital in another 
LHD (outflow); or to any private hospital (private).
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280,000

190,000

In 2013, three percent of the 
NSW population visited an 
emergency department (ED) three 
or more times — accounting for 
35% of the 2.3 million ED visits.

7.2 million 
NSW population

2.3 million 
ED visits

6.0 million
(81%) did not

visit an ED
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Source:  NSW Ministry of Health, Emergency Department Data Collection, 2013.



In the 2013/14 financial year, 
one percent of the NSW 
population were admitted to 
hospital three or more times — 
accounting for 46% of the 7 
million bed days.
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Source:  NSW Ministry of Health. Admitted Patient Data Collection 2013-14 (includes overnight hospitalisations in public and private hospitals).



DISEASES OF THE
MUSCULOSKELETAL SYSTEM

• Arthropathies (45,858)

• Dorsopathies (21,438)

• Soft tissue disorders (13,469)

7%
(88,463)

SYMPTOMS, SIGNS AND ABNORMAL CLINICAL LAB
FINDINGS, NOT ELSEWHERE CLASSIFIED

• Involving the circulatory and respiratory system (32,692)

• General symptoms and signs (26,697)

• Involving the digestive system and abdomen (24,514)

8%
(102,367)

DISEASES OF THE RESPIRATORY SYSTEM9%
(109,846) • Chronic lower respiratory diseases (31,676)

• Influenza and pneumonia (22,962)

• Other diseases of upper respiratory tract (21,438)

• Other acute lower respiratory infections (13,204)

• Disorders of gallbladder, biliary tract and pancreas (28,648)

• Other diseases of intestines (24,970)

• Hernias (20,286)

• Diseases of appendix (11,020)

DISEASES OF THE DIGESTIVE SYSTEM

9%
(115,655)

DISEASES OF THE CIRCULATORY SYSTEM

• Other forms of heart disease (41,919)

• Ischaemic heart disease (35,369)

• Cerebrovascular disease (13,125)

9%
(115,971)

FACTORS INFLUENCING HEALTH STATUS AND CONTACT WITH HEALTH SERVICES

• Persons encountering health services for specific procedures and health care (66,542)

• Persons encountering health services in other circumstances (10,979)

DISEASES OF THE GENITOURINARY SYSTEM
6%
(69,111)

• Other disorders of urinary system (17,928)
• Non-inflammatory disorders of female genital tract (16,037)

Why are people hospitalised in NSW?
INJURIES, POISONING AND OTHER EXTERNAL CAUSES

• Complications of surgical and medical care, not elsewhere classified (24,468)

• Injuries to the head (16,473)

• Injuries to the knee and lower leg (14,860)

• Injuries to the hip and thigh (12,675)

• Injuries to the elbow and forearm (11,784)

11%
(134,864)

PREGNANCY, CHILDBIRTH AND PUERPERIUM
9%

(116,343)

DISEASES OF THE NERVOUS SYSTEM

3%
(39,288)

2%
(28,496)

DISEASES OF THE SKIN AND SUBCUTANEOUS TISSUE

ENDOCRINE, NUTRITIONAL AND METABOLIC DISEASES

2%
(26,253)

DISEASE OF THE DISORDERS OF
THE BLOOD-FORMING ORGANS

1%
(12,747)

INFECTIOUS AND PARASITIC DISEASES
3%
(33,939)

7%
(84,769)

MENTAL AND BEHAVIOURAL DISORDERS

5%
(66,167)

• Mood (affective) disorders (15,616)

• Mental and behavioural disorders due to psychoactive
 substance use (15,148)

• Neurotic, stress-related and somatoform disorders (12,151)

• Schizophrenia, schizotypal and delusional disorders (11,880)

NEOPLASMS

6%
(76,192)

• Malignant neoplasms (61,568)
• Benign neoplasms (10,064)

Source:  NSW Ministry of Health, NSW Admitted Patient Data Collection 2013–14, extracted from SAPHaRI. Centre for Epidemiology and Research (BHI analysis). Data exclude newborns ‘without qualification’ (i.e. well newborns).

Note: Hospitalisations refer to episodes of care. There can be multiple episodes of care in a single hospital stay.  Main reasons for hospitalisation are categorised according to ICD-10 Chapter.  Chapters with less than 10,000 hospitalisations are not shown (2% of the total).   

Overnight hospitalisations,
public and private

100%
(1,248,153 hospitalisations)



About the Bureau of Health Information

The Bureau of Health Information (BHI) is a board-governed organisation that provides 
independent reports about the performance of the NSW healthcare system. 

BHI was established in 2009 to provide system-wide support through transparent reporting. 

We publish a range of reports and tools so government, the community and healthcare 
professionals can see how well the healthcare system is functioning, and where there are 
opportunities to improve.

We also manage the NSW Patient Survey Program, gathering information from patients about 
their experiences in public hospitals and healthcare facilities.

Find out more
Visit our website to find out more about our work www.bhi.nsw.gov.au

State Health Publication Number: (BHI) 150489


